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LORDS SUPPER| 


i, HE Queſtion to: be Debated is, Whether Aſen ough 
S297 to be Compelled to come to the Ordinance of the Lord 
=> Supper ? | 
mM | need not much Explain the meaning of Con 
3349 pullion, I hall take ir in the ufual Senſe of Commg 

— Zi People, and of thoſe that are Compellers in this kit 
ID. 2t this day. It Conſiſts therefore in two things, - 
Se 1. A Denyal unto all Adult Perſons, the Exerct 


| of their own Judgment concerning their Fitneſs, 

Unfitneſs for this Ordinance, and a Liberty of Atting according thereuat 

As to the Opinion that they have of themſelves, they are to be Over-ru 
by the Goyernours of the Church; and if = Command them to cor 


they muſt yield Abſolute Obedience, without Examining the Caſe in their 
© own Conſciences, whether they are duely Qualified or no; and Rules of the 
: Soſpel, for their own Tryal and Examination are to be laid aſide, or at 
_ _— denyed them pon the faid Tryal; and Liberty to Act ac- 
\ cordingly. | | 
2. Cempulſion Conſiſts likewiſe in the Exerciſe of an External Force upon 
any Perſon, or the Threatning of ity to Conſtrain him by Suffering, or the 
' Fear of it, todo an Aion which-he'is-Avyerſe unto, either from a Natural, 
Corrupt , or Conſciencious Inclination. Compullſion, in the Nature we 
are $ gof, andis Pleaded for ih this kind, is two; Ways Exerciſed 
| or Threatned, by Excommunication, and External Sufferings, as in Body, 
| Liberty, Eſtate, &c. | 
| Now, We Affirm that it is not the Mind and Will of Chriſt, that any 
; Perſons ſhould be thus dealt with, for :not coming to thg Lords Supper 
Which I prove by thefe Arguraents, . © 7» {L 
1. It is Evident that Chuiſt kath left a Power in-erery'Manof Examining 

himſelf, concerning his own Fitneſs or Unfitneſs, Right or Non- Right, to 
Approach unto this Ordinance; and as he finds himſclf vpon this Exanii- 
nation, ſo to ACt in this kind, either to offer himſelf, or forbear. This Aſ- 
ſertion cannot be Denyed with any Specious Pretenge, by ny. man of 
Senſe, that hath read the Scriptures with Conſideratiqny I fhall but Refer 
the Reader to that known place that ſpeaks ſo expreſfſy Concerning This Or- 
dinance, the Nature, the Abuſcs of it, aud Danger of ſuch Abuſes, the man- 
ner of its due Diſpenſation, and the Qualification of Perſons Approaching 
hereunto : 1 Cor. 11: 27, 28. Wherefore whoſocver ſhall cat this Bread, and 
rank this Cup Unworthily, ſhall be. guulty of the Bogy aud Blood of the Lord, 
ow, in theſe Words is ſuch a Penalty Ia1dg/upon Unwarthy Recdiving, 
)at the External Penalties that man can inflit for not Receiving, cannot 
tqualizethis of Unworthy Receiving; and its tyed on fo faſt to every one 
hat is Acquainted with this place, that the moſt Serious and Conſcientions 
zhriſtian, can never think he hath done too much in the Search and Exami- 
ation of his own Heart, in- Order to his Sacred and Solemn Approach. 
nd though Wicked,Diſſolute, Profane, and Ignorant Men, are to be blam- 
d and ſharply Reproved for their Wickedneſs, by the Miniſters of Gods 
ford, and Puniſhed for it by the Civil Magiſtrate, whoſe Province it is; 
, While they ſo live, they are not to be Repnted to be ſuch as ſhould be 
Imitted by the Church to this Sacred Ordinance, if they did offer them- 
ves,nor to bePuniſhed by the Church or Magiſtrate for not oifering them- 
yes. For , they are not Excluded from this Judgment, concerning them- 
but Commanded to Exerciſe it. Verſe 28. But let a Man Examine 
If, and ſo let bim Eat : i.e. try whether it be a Priviledge belonging 

mn. Examine ; What ſhould he Examine himſelf of? Whether _ 
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; that he doubts of the lawfulneſs of the act; or that he is fully ſatisfied that; 


\ Apoſtle ſaith, Ae that ears Common Food, aad dexbrs, is Danned ; Rom, 14, 


be a Believer, and whether Chriſt be in him. 2 Cor. 13.5, Believer or Un- | 
believer, be muſt firſt Examine himſelf, W bother he havb Faith in Chrafts, © - Il 
andhe is to AR-according as he finds in bimſelf, and:no Man' can puniſh 
him for ſo doing : For, as the Tryal is left to himſelf; fo the: Judgment 
upon Tryal, Acting accordingly, are alſo. 2 Cor. 2.11. What Mar: 
knows the things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man that ts iu him? $0 that: tho? 
Minifters may ard ought to Examine Communicants, yet their own,Exami+ 
nation js firſt s' and their own: Jadgment at laſt muſt carry it agataſt all the 
World ; none can Queſtion him for it. PE | rr 77 r463 hos 
Now if any ſhould ſay , That the: Duty of Probation and 'Self-Examing> 
tion is Required before the Approach to this Ordinance, but the J 
ment paſſed, is tobe by the Church or Miniſter; 1 Anſwer, The 
and Miniſters Judgment ought both to be had as Super-added, and Cons 
firming to a Man inthis Caſe, or Prohibiting him in Caſe. they find him ug- 
fic. « But his own Judgment muſt firſt paſs; and it is ſucka' Judgment which 
the Ohucch or Miniſter cannot give, becauſe they are not capable 'of ma- 
king that Examination of him which he himſelf is ; No man kyows the things 
of a man, but the Spirit of a man; They ate never Capable of Trying in 
the ſame kind. And now to ſhew you how Conſonant the Spirit of Ged is 
to it ſelf; See Verſe 31. if we wonld Judge our Selves,we ſhould not be Fuaged ; 
for having ſaid, Verſe 29. That he that Eateth Unworthily, Eateth Judgment : | 
And therefore Verſe 30. That many were Sick, and Weak, and many fallen 
aſleep ,, for their Unworthy coming to the Lords Supper ; He tells them , 
if they would judge themſelves more, and be more Cautious upon Exami- + 
nations how they did Approach, they wonld not ſuffer ſo much upon this * 
Account ; #.e. they would not be ſo afflicted, ſpeaking of the True Belie- _ 
vers; and tells them when they are ſq judged by outward Afflictions, for 7 
their Careleſs and Formal Approaches, it is Gods Fatherly Chaſtening of - 
them, to bring them to a ſight of, and Repentance for this Sin of Raſh- 
Receiving, That they ſhould not be Condemned with the World: 
Vetſe 32. : | 

2. Compullſion to the Lords Supper, neceſfitates men to come thereto in 
a known Sins and the Actval Commiſſion of ir. There?s no man that comes 4 
to any Ordinance by force of Suffering, or fear of pnniſhment, but comes in } 
Hypocriſy ; for he would not come, were it not for that. Now, if he be]. 
Conſciencious, it's from a Principle of Conſcience that he would not come 
and that Principle of Conſcience can be but one of theſe two things, either” 


it is unlawful. If itbe the firſt only, and goes over to that doubt to the 
Ordinance, meerly for fear of punifkment, and otherwiſe would forbear, he 
Sins ; doubted-of Actions being always better forborn than done. The 
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23. much more that of the Sacrament. But if he be ſatisfied, that for this 
- © or that reaſon agreeable to Gods Word, if he comes to the Sacrament, he 

ſhall certainly Sin, then he comes and commits a pteſumptuous Sin, and is 
guilty of an aCt of the higheſt Hypocriſy. _ 

3. Compulſion doth neceſſarily enforce a mixt Communion, contrary to 
the whole Tenure of the Goſpel. And though there will be Hypocrites 
in the pureſt Church, notwithſtanding the moſt careful Endeavours; yet 
the Goſpel is wholly againſt all fuch ways. as may Corrupt the Church, 
and turn the Church of Chriſt into the Synagogue of Saran. See the de- 
{rriptienof a Church given by the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 1. 2: Unto the 
Church which ts at Corinth, to them that are Santhified in Chriſt Feſus, 
called to be Sairts Now there were never any Church-Members made ſuch 
as theſe by Compulſions ; but Compulſion fills the "Church with ignorant 
and profane-people, of whom many having but once read or been told of 
xCor.14. would never offer themſelves to Communicate, till they find 
themſelves in a better State ; but being ſcared by Compulſion, are led a- 
long in darkneſs of mind, and ſearedneſs of Conſcience; and fo brought 
hand over head to this Ordinance, to the Offence or others, and their own 

deſtruttion. | 
+ . Nowths Lords Supper 13 an Ordinance of priviledge to every trne Be- 
lever, ic being for the Confirmation and growth of his Faith,concerning his 
Intcreſt in Chritt, and a Symbol of his continval feeding upon him by Faith, 
and therefore a great Pearl 1.0: to be caſt before Swine, and expoſed to the 
abuſe of every ſcandalous or ignorant perſon, that hath not, or it may he, 
pretends not to have any Intereft in Chriſt ; that vncc: {tzrds not; nor valves 
| his Body and Blood; and therefore diſcerns it nor, nor 'is able or capable of 

Examining himſelf ; and if he doth, he finds that he is ſuch an one. Ir is 
alſo the greateſt and higheſt Ordinance of Chm ck-Communion, as the 
Church is a Body Politick; or Congregation of the Faithful, For thercin they 
ſymbolically eat and drink into one Body; and therefore the Bread is called 
the Communicn of the Body of Chriſt ; and the Wine, the Communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 17. For we being many are one bread, and 
one Body ;, for we are all Partakers of that one Bread. Now if a'l ſorts of peo- 
ple muſt come in, and be brovghr in by Compulſion, we expect to eat into 
a miſerable Body, and make our ſelves Sacramentally one with them: And 
Hall we take the Members of Chriſt, and make them one Body with known 
arlots, Adulterers, Blaſphemers, Swearers, Drunkards? 1 have known 
hem that have Curft God Damn them many times on Saturday, and come 
o the Sacrament of the Lords Supper on Sunday. Now the Apoſtle ſaith, 
| Cor: 5. 11. Now ] have written unte you not to keep company, uf any man 
at is called a Brother, be a Furnicator, or Cuvetons, or an Idolator, or a Rays 
, (as moſt of our Compellers are) or «4 Drwnkard, or an Extortioner, with 
&. | , ugh 


*&& 
ſuch an one not to eat. The word is general, but it is moſt probable that the 
principal meaning is-eating in the Sacrament, becauſe his diſcourſe in this 
Chapter is about the Excommuication of the Inceftnous Perſon, 3nd ſeems, 
verſe 10. to allow ordinary civil converſe with all ſorts, or elfc we mult go 
out of the World. Bur if it be underſtood of withdrawing from civil 
converſe with ſuch 3s are called Brethren and yet fo looſe, it muſt neces 
imply not to cat with them in fo ſolemn and ſicred a manner z for if we ma! 
not in the more ordinary, Its an argument from the le(s ro tne greater. 
Thoſe that are to be Excommunicated if in, when out are not tg b2 recety- 
cd in, verſe 12, 13. 

4. Compullion to the Sacrament of all ſorts of people, 1nfin;t-ly deſtroys 
the very natuie aad end of Church- Office and Diſcipline. 1t all forrs of 
Perſons muſt necci]:rily be brought 10 the Communion, let them be what 
they will, then they are gllowable Members when brought, and not to be 
caſt out for thoſe Offences, notwithſtarding which they are to be ddmit- 
ted : and then there is no uſe of Admonition or Excommunication of ſuch 
perſons for any def. & or enormity in their Morals ; and then Church: Go- 
vernment is not ſet up for the puniſhment of Evil Doers, or to ule any 
meansto make them aſhamed; there ne. ds only a compullive power to bring 
men in (which the Magiſtrate may uſc) there necds none to pur them out 
nor needs there the Miniſterial Power,which is to ſeparate berween the pre- 
cious and the vile: And there is no Ordinance of Chriſt ſo much of that ne- 
ture wherein the Miniſterial Office is ſo much exerciſed, as in the Lords Sup- 
per. - Therefore Compulſion of this kind deſtroys all the end of Diſcipline, 
and the whole Doctrine of the Apoſtle in 1 Cor, 5. falls ro the ground. For 
it the Cenſures of the Church take no place on profane Communicants » 
they have nothing to do with them that are Adnlt,and noCommunicants-the 
Apoſtle isExpreſs for that ver. 12. What h:.ve Ito do with them that are withe 
oi'3 ? Do you not Judge them that are within: God Fudgeth them that are 
w.tout ; thercfore take from among yeur ſelves that witk:d perſon; it vus? 
&urey £Zaue7e; rot from among others ; the power the Church hath to exer- 


ciſe is only over the Adult Communicants in matter of Excommunication ; ' 


as for others thar are not ſo, God dez]s with them in his way of Providen- 
Lal Procecding as Governour of the World ; for the Church might ſay, 
What ſhall be done with all other Inceſtuous Perſons inthe Town? He ſaith, 
trouble not your ſelf to judg them,you have nopower over them leave them 
to God, be ſure only to remove ſuch wicked perſons from among your ſelves, 
and be ſure let in as few as poſlible ; have no Church Communion with ſuch, 


V. Compulſion mzkes Religion Corremptible, and opens a gap to all | 


mar.ner of Atheiſm and Profaneneſs, by proſtituting 2n Ordinance which 
the Spirit of God lays ſo much ftreſs upon as Sacred. Pcople will have a 


very low Elſtcem of the Miniſters and Miniſtry, notwithRandiag ol] they 


A. 
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Preaching for Holineſs andMorality:; ſeeing that when it comes to theTouch- 
ſtone, the moſt Looſe, Ignorant, and Profligate, are Eſteemed as good 
Chriſtians as the beſt, and are forced in, (it may be' againſt their own 
Convictions ) to the higheſt Priviledges- of the Goſpel, as true Parta- 
kers of Chriſt, which lulls them aſleep in their Wickedneſs , and 
Works a Searedneſs of Conſcience againſt all Admonitions and Re- 
proofs: And ſeeing they may be ſo Wicked, and yet by the Officers 
of Chriſt, and ſo Sacred a Participation; be Declared Holy, their own 
Conſciences, telling them otherwiſe, they look upon Religion as a meer 
Sham,and no weighty thing; but deſpiſe God, the Church and Miniſtry in 
their Heart, and ſhew it daily by their words and ations. Thus the Lords 
Oblation is made to ſtink. 

VI. That which renders a Religious Aft, ncither acceptable to God, 
nor Comfortable to our ſelves, ought not to be done to bring us to the 
Lords Supper - But Compulſion doth ſo. (1) God accepts no forced Ser- 
vice, it mult be a Free- Will Offering, it muſt be in and from the Spiric, 
hearty.free and willing;whereas that which is forced every one knows it no; 
(2) Its not for my Comfort and Edification , when my Conſciencertells 
me, I partake in the very commiſſion of a known Sin , viz. Hypocriſy ; 
and it may be under the Guilt of thouſands more , not diſcerning the Lores 
Body , and therefore Guilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and Ear and 
Drink Judgment to my ſelf. 

VII. Chriſt or his Apoſtles never exerciſed any Compulſive Power 
in Order to bring Men to the Holy Communion , nor Authoriſed any fo to 
do; There isnot the leaſt mention in the New Teſtament; that any Church, 
or Officers thereof, ever cenſured any Perſon for not comming to the Sa- 
erament of the Lords Supper ; or that any Suffering in Body or Goods were 
inflicted by the Church or Civil Magiſtrate, or by God himſelf, by any 
immediate ſtroak of Providence,upon this account. What Cenſures or Judi- 
cial Proceedings we read of, in the one kind or the other , were for Pro- 
phanation of Gods Holy Inſtitutions , in order to, or ſubſequent to Ex- 
pulſion from the Communion of the Church. This Argument we are the 
rather induced to bring , becauſe of that Virulent and Audacicus Pamphler 
lately thruſt out; Enticuled , The Caſe of Compelling Men to the Holy-Sacra- 
nent of the Lords Supper , conſidered, &c. Wherein he undertakes to prove 
that ſuch Compullſton is and may be vindicated by the Rules of the Goſpe] , 
| from the Common ard Popular Objections againſt it. We intend not to 
follow him in all his Exclamations , Abuſes , Sophiſtry*s, Windings and 
Shifts: But makea ſhort cut to his burrow » where the Fox would Earth 
himſclf. He pretends to accompliſh this great deſign , by two uſval fair 
wayes of Arguing from Scripture, by precept and Example. F rſt, He 
nds the Word Compel, Zuke 14. 23. in a Parable of inviting Gueſts toa 


— 
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Feaſt, and this 1s the Precept , and faith Pag. 5. Or thus place 
he lays the Foundation of this Apology , and the Reader may 
ſee in the threſholdofit > how he Stumbles, Jumblesz; Mumbles, 
and Abuſes the Text, He faith, Pag. 1. 


1 can jcarce ever read our Saviours Fameus Parable of the No- 
blewmans making a great Feaſt , ſendins out Servants to invite Gueits, 
the unſucceſifulneſs of the invitation ,, and the Silly, Unworthy Ex- 
cnſes framed againjt it , till at laſt the Lord was conſtrained to Arm 
other Servants with Pomey to Compel them to come in ; but my mind ts 


fill running on a Paralltl between theſe things and our preſent Cir- 


cumſtances , with reſpctt to the Hely $6rament of the Lords Supper , 
as well as ſome other things, 


You fee here that he is an Excellent Geometzician ( whoever 
he be, tiat is the Author, for he no ſooner takes the text in 
hand , but he falls on making Paralecilograms', and ſquaring the 
Text to the Immaginations of his own Brain. Its a marvellous 
Skill ſome Divines have, »2mawdy ry acgyrs 78 358 of Blending 
Texts with their own humours , and making a noſe of wax of - 
them ; but I would bs as Charitable as may he of the Author , 
and rather Suppole that his rigorous acid Paſſions had ſo much 
precipitated his ſublime notions , that he gave himſelf rot leave 
to read the Text. For he rells ns, 

Firſt, That it was a Noblc-Man. 

Secondly, That he ſent out more Servants then one to invite z 


| he means more Sorts. 


1 hirdly , That the Lord armed: the Second Sort with Powcr 
to Compel in the Excuſers; whereas tbe Man that made the Feaſt 


-lent one Servant, or one Sort of Servants to :l| the kinds of 


Gueſts, and he armed them, the Second and the Third Meſſage, 
with no more Power then the Firſt ; and never ſo mach as ſent 
them to the Firſt Gueſts that made Excuſes, but proteſted again!t 
them thet they ſhould never taſte of h1s Supper. + 


The Scheme of Parall-I, I ſuppoſe is thus Erctcd in his cere- 
brofity : As the NVocle- A724 made a Feaſt , and ini his Servants 
to Invite Guetts thereunto , which made Excuſes :nd Refulcd ro 
come ; and thereupon he Armed otner Servants with Power , and 
Compeiled thiff Exculcis into the Fealt : So Cirij7 cur Lord 

0 ma- 


(8) 


making a Feaſt of his Holy Supper in a Pariſh , and ſending the 
Miniſter or Curate , and other Church Officers, to warn them in, 
and they make ſilly Excuſes; one that he is a common Swearer , 
another that he 1s a Drunkard,, another a Whore-Maſter , ano- 
ther he is not Satisfyed in his Conſcience , by Reaſon of ſome 
Scruples that ariſe betwixt God and hjs Soul; He finds he cannot 
come to Gods Honour and his own Edification, &c. Herevpon the 
Lord ſends other Servants [Civil Magiſtrates) ar med with Pow- 
er to Compel them in,by Impriſonment, Confifcation , &'c. I ſup- 
poſe this is the Exact Parallel , according to the Compellers 
mind , ſo that a Perpendicular will cut both the lines at ſquare 


Argles- 


He ſaith Pag. 6. Thar he agrees sideed , that its a common Rule 
of Divines, that Parabl:s are not ro be argued from, but only un the 
many thing intended bythem z, yet cur Collcttion relyes upon 4 certain 
Reaſon , and that is, the decorum and propricty of ſheaking , that our 
Saviour obſerved in all kit diſcourſes , and how far he was from ui jujt is 
fiable and unbecomming Phraſes , though it were purely meidenrel , 
and ncucr ſo collateral, or beſide the great mattcr that he micnded 


zo ſay, 


It ſeems it our Saviour did not mean as the Compeller doth , 
then he Expreſſed himfelf in nnjuſtifiable and unhecomming 
Phraſes ; unleſs he mcant by Compelling the uſing Armed force 
to bring men Into Religion ; and 1t ſeems this word is ſpoken by 
theby, and Incidental only, and not tiie main intended thing , 
and therefore he Reaſons not from that , bur makes a Colletion 
fromacertain Reaſon , to prove a certain thing, that no Divine 
ever evinced upon good grounds from the Pirable, z.e. That Men 
ought to be CompelPd to the Sacrament. But he goes on. 


We may reſt afſured , that no ſuch Expreſſions had fallen from him , 
bad be intended that a Man ſhould be pwrcly at his own Liberty in 
matters of Rel 1g 107, 


I find here now he is no Free-willer , He js not for Mens uſing 
the Freedom of their Wills in Matters of Religion ; he will have 
them forced , by Armed force ; as the Spaniards brought in the 


Jrdians to B3ptiſme. But ſce how he ſtarts from, the Queſtion » 
and 
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and lets fly at Rovers, and forgets the Queſtion » and txalkes o 
Religion in General. 

If the Argument be brought home, it muſt run thus, If it be 
unlawful and Contrary tothe Temper of the Goſpel to uſe any 
force -atall; either to reſtrain Men from Evil, or tye them to 
that which is good : Chr://t would not have uſed ſo unbecomming a 
Phraſe, and Contrary to his Diſpenſation with Men, Yiz. as Com- 
pel : Er Ergo. 

Here's a great many Ambiguities in the Antecedent aſſumed. 

Firſt, What IS meant by any force ataſl : is ir Moral Perſwaſion, 
or External Compulſion ? ls it Eccleſiaſtical or Civil ? And what's 
reſt:aining Men from Evil, or tying to that which is good ? Is it 
Argumentative , or Coercive ? Is it with Bridles aud Halters , 
as Horſes and Dogs? I know no Body Deny*'s the Civil Power 
of the Magiſtrate , about good and Evil, belonging to his Pro- 
Viiice, in Genrre morals © Civils: But their morale Eccleftaſticum, 
that b-longs only to the Province of the Church; and the Queſtion 
is, Whether the Church in cafe of Church-offenccs , may uſe the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate? 1 know not but it is as Juſtifiable for 
the Magiſtrate to uſe the Churches Sword , and Excommunicate 
M-n, as the Church to Extend theirs to the Bodies and Eſtates of 
Men : But we will go no further here. What if the Goſpel doth 
allow a Coercive Power to the Church, doth it therefore im- 
power them to force in Members, or uſe this Power towards Non- 
Communicants ? And is it our Sayiours meaning, that his Servants 
ſhould compel chem into the Sacrament ? 

This Text hath been horridly abuſed , by a ſort of Compelling 
Splenitick Theclogues, that have ſeared Conſciences, thick Sculls, 
and hard Hands; whereby I believe for ſome Ages, no word in 
Scripture hath coſt tlie Faithful more Expence of Money and Blood 
too. I ſhall Briefly ſhew that here's nothing in the Text intended 
which is deſigncd and practiſed by ſuch ſort of Men. 

For Fir, Take the S:ory abſtraQly, as a thing that hath 
probably beenor might be, and ſuppoſe it in the moſt extended 
acceptation : That te Man here making a Feaſt, was a Nobleman, 
Lawyer, or Juſtice of Peace, and Inviting his Rich Neighbours or 
Tenants thereunto, 2nd they excuſir:o,, and thereby refufing to 
come 3 if he deſigne4 in the whole Invitation, to uſe External 
Compulſion by force » armed in any ſence, he would have ſent this 
fotce againſt them before hz had ſent _ others of a meaner _ 
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he would either ſent out his Warrant to Seiz them and lay them 
ina Goal, or Eſtreats to ſeiz ſomething of their Eſt: tes, a Voke of 
Oxenor ſome ſuch thing , which would either ſoon have brought 
in thoſe _—_— , or brovght in ſome profit by them But 
there?s no ſence for it, to think that he wou'd ſend no armed 
force to them z but Immediately turn his Power againſt a parcel 
of Louſy B:ggars , and fetch them in by heards ; if ſo, ſurely 
they were not fo Wiſe in their Generation , as this; for we ſay, 
Size a Bepgar ard pet a Louſe. Beſides, there was no need to ſend 
an armed Power to fetch in a Company of Hunger-ſtarved Beggars 
toa Feaſt ; neither was it rational to do it at the firſt Invitation 3 
for he had no reaſon to think they would refuſe, by reaſon of 
Fulneſs or obſtinacy ; but if for any thing, for fear that It was 
only 2 Sham of the Gentlemans , to catch them in his Net, and 
lay them by the Heels, and therefore he ſends but one Servant to 
perſwade them by all poſſible Arguments, and Compel them thar 
way , to helieve his Maſters Clemency and Bountiful Inclinations 
towards them. . Had they ſeen the Conſtables come with their 
Staves , or any Miltary force, they would ſoon betook them- 
. elves totheir Heels, and run away ; neither was 1t like that one 
Servant could take ſuch a crue of ſturdy Rogues, and brovght them 
away by force. 

Secondly, Take it in the True Symbolick meaning , as a Para- 
ble, That Gol makes3 (as near 2s may be to tlie Compellers 
ſence) a great Feaſt of fat things, 5s. e. The Lord Jeſws Chriſt pre- 
pared and propounded 1n all his Fulneſs, Excellencies , and Pri- 
"viledges, by the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; He ſends his Miniſters 
only of one ſort, z. e. Eccleſiaſtical. 

Firſt, To the Scribes and Pharifees, Rulers and Elders of the 
Zewiſh Church , who Excuſing , he paſſeth them by , and proteſts 
ag21nſt them, neither uſeth any Church cenſure againſt them , (Cha- 
ving unchurcht them before) nor any Magiſtratical, or Military 
Power , to bring them into the Goſpel- Church 5 bur ſends to 
{ome meaner ſort, many of which were gathered in, or turns to 
the Gentiles , and calls them, a Company of Poor wretched 1- 
nolaters; It may be the richer ſort of them foo , may he included 
11 the firſt Excuſers, becauſe the Apoſtle faith , Not many Rich , 
mt many Noble ; and our Saviour faith ,, The Poor receive the 
Goſpel ; therefore ſends his Apoſtles and Miniſters , to Invite 
and Perſwade the Poorer and Meaner ſort, to believe the agar 
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of God in Chriff to Poor Sinners, and that notwithſtanding all the 
Terrors of the Law, which the Miniſtry of the Goſpel Con» 
vinceth them ro be und.r ; and that God 15 ready to be Gracious 
to, and accept them in Fe/ws Chriſt , who is Deſcribed , Come 
mended and Propounded to them in the Goſpel ; and this Com- 
ulfion at the moſt, is no more, then to tell them that God was 
In C#r:3* reconciling the World unto himſelf; and therefore as 
Ambaſſidors for God, beſecch them to be reconciled to God ; and 
this is all the armed force here Intended , the Spiritual Weapons of 
the Word and Spirit, mighty"to Compel or Conſtrain the moſt 
obſtinate Sinners ;, even ſuch as our Compeller ſeems to be a 
Brother of, Paul in his unconverted Eſtate, who then was of his 
mind , and Practiſed like him; and I find the Word here uſed 
applyed to External Force upon Body and Goeds, in the New 
Teſtament , nowhereeclſe , but in Acts 26, 10, 11. Where Paul 
tells us what he did to the Church , when he was of the Com- 
pellers mind, 7 Puniſhed them oft in every Synagogue, and Com- 
pelled them to Blaſpheme;, (to Compet Men to play the Hypocrite , 
15s next door toit ;) being excedingly mad againſt them, 1 Perſecuted 
them unto ſtrange Cities. : | 
3. largue therefore from the moſt uſual acceptation of lgraywto 
in the New Teſtament, that it's no where uſed jn the Compellers 
ſence , but in that ſtigmatizing place, that may ſerve only for a 
Land Mark to warn all true Miniſters and Chriſtians to be carefv! 
of this Rock of Compulſion by armed force, that they ſplit nor 
themſelves upon ir. That the Compeller may be conſtrained 
to a better underſtanding of the plzce , let him take the true ſence 
from two or three Interpreters , which moſt Learned Men have 
a value for ; Peiſcator and Grotivs >» 2nd Licas Brugenſis ; 
Pifſcator upon Compelle Tngred: , compel to come t1;, ſaith, That 
thoſe that are here meant, are the poor Out-calt ſcattered Gen- 
tiles, and the meaning of the Word Compulſio is the Efficacy of 
Gods Grace prevailing on them, according to that Joby 6, Nene 
cometh unto me except the Father draw him , and therefore hence he 
obſerves , for the obtaining of Eternal Life, there is need of the 
Efficacy of the Holy Ghoſt, perſwading us þy the acknovviedg- 
ment of the Word of our ovyn proper Spiritual Poverty, and 
our ſpiritual diſeaſes ( r. e. Ignorance of God , impotenty in do- 
ing good, and laſt of all, of all kind of Vices ) and vvorking us 
toa cloſure vvith , and acceptance of Gods Bounty tovyards uszand 
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careof us. Laces Bruzenſ. ſaith on this phraſe ; [Compell ro come 
5: ] thus : If happily , either they diſdain the Invitation, or by 


reaſon of ſhame do not dare; by the word | Compe! ] he ſfigni- - 


fies » 1- The earneſt deſire, and greateſt Bounty of the Maſter of 


the houſe 5 Ec. 
2. The great force and power of the Goſpel. 


Gretius on this place ſaith, This place brings to my mind a 
' Famous DoCtor 2mong the Ancieats , who when formerly he had 
vehemently aſſerted 12 many Books, Tiat none was to be Compriied 
to the Profeſſion of the Fath ( 1n which matter doubtleſs , he tpzke 
no other thing , then what Fuſtinus , Athanaſius, Tertuflian, Ar- 
nobivcs, Minutius , Lattarntiws, and others had ſpoken, that had 
lived before ) ſoon after he produceth ir to confirm his changed 
Opinion of this place , as if they were to ve Compelled which were 
by the Hedges, i.e- As he interprets it , who cauſe Diviſions in 
the Charch ; by: which Example it appears , how much otherwite 
we judge of things when we look impartially into them , then 
when a matter of -Fa& comes to be debated , whereby it comes to 
paſs, that Second Thoughts are not always beſt. For the Perti- 
naciouſneſs of the Donariſts forc'd him to this Interpretation , 
whom that he might upon-all occ.ſions put to their ſhifts, he tcok 
this Favelin ſtill in hand. When as indeed this place manifeſtly 
concerns the Gentiles , not yet Profefling the Faith, whom he ( the 
Defor ) would not have not then compelied tq the Faith, though 
he thought that Chriſtians ovght to be compelled to the Unity of 
Profeſſion. But how many things in the Parables which have a pro- 
per Preſence in the thing ſignifying, have nothing but a very figu- 
rative ſence in the thing ſignthed ? In this very Story the word 
«r191252@ can't be underſtood of Corporal Puviſhments, or Threats 
.of Puniſhments , for Gueſts are wont to come in no otherwiſe then 
by Importunate Befcechings. 

Teſus Compelled bis Diſciples (the ſame word there uſed ) 
ro go into the Ship, ſo Mark 6. 45. which certainly he did neither 
by forceable thruſting or dragging them, hut by the authority of 
his Injuntion. Again, Z#ke 24. 29. the two Diſciples that went 
to Emaus,they compelled Jeius, mg:142z72, 2 word that ſignifies 
compelling more then «rey%2& even oftzring violence on! y by in- 
ſtant importunity- Peter is ſaid Gal, 2. 14. to Compel the Gentiles 


to Judaiſm, viz. not by armed force , but by his Example 8 the 
ame 
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fame oyay a4 15 there uſed ] So the Gentiles were as it were com- 
pelled.to the Faith , whillt the Apoſtles were the Pcomoters of 
them thereto in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 2 Tim. 4.2. They, beſeech 
them in Chriſts ſiead, and far his ſuke , they add, the Authority of 
Miracles and the Example of a mo#t innocent life , 1 Theſ. 2. 10. 
What this Learned Interpreter ſaith more on this place to the 
ſame pun may be {een in his Comment, and Adathew Pool's 
$ynopl1s. 

"bs that you ſee the Compellers colleCtion from a certain kind of 
reaſon of a Propriety of Speech , his incidental argument for com- 
pulſion by z2rmed force to Religion , or any part of it, from 
this place, falis to grourd, and his Im#endo of the Goſpel com- 
pelling them to come to the Lords Supper , therefrom , it being 
the leaſt intention of our Saviour fo much as to call poor blind pro- 
fane Sinners tothe higheſt ordinancs at firſt , but to receive himſelf 
by Faith, that they being ſenſible of their naſty Sins » blind- 
neſs and 1imencls, may Repent of them, Pur off the Kags of their own 
Rirhreonfrcſs , and fat oz? the Rb:s of his Righteouſneſs by Faith , 
that fo they may be qualified by the exerciſe of Faith & Holineſs In 
their own Conſcience upon Examination, as z}o in the well-ground- 
ed Opinion of the Church and Officers, for ſo high a priiviledge 
as this Ordinance ; hence he much leſs intends by this Expreſi- 
on to compel them by Excommunaication,; Impriſonments, Eſtreates 
&c. And therefore the propricty of Speech ſtands good on our 
fide, and that in the judgment of thoſe above mentioned Learned 
Interpreters: The Paraſe would have been more unjuſtifiable (to 
uſe the Compellers terms) and unhecoming our Sayiours wonted 
Decorum, in the ſence which we have Refuted. 

And now the rottenneſs of his Foundation-work is diſcovercd , 
we ſhall but briefly ſhew how his Superſtrufture will neceſſarily 
drop to the ground-, there being not one place of Scripture men- 
tioned by him , that ſo much as looks towards a proof of bis 
aſſertion , neirher doth he dare to make acloſe Logical Applica- 
tioa of them to the Queſtion in hand, but fights like Don Q«ixor 
with the Windmill, lwffts and puffs , and here I could have you , 
and there I could have you. Bur we will only try how his medims 
will hear the concluſion of the queſtion in hand, and ſo leave him 
to {ſweat jn his greaſe. 

As for his ſeven general and abſtrated conſiderations, they are 


only the Efforts of his Chelera Morbus, nothing but a parcel 
| | of 
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2dly, I fhall enquire immediately into the Merits of the Canſe , and 
Examine it by the Rules and Meaſures of the Goſpel, 


This now we would beat, and we come with hungry Appctites 
to ſee what a Feaſt he will provide us out of the Goſpel , and what 
Rules there he will find to take his meaſures by ; but we foully ſu- 
ſpect he will entertain us with a bir and a knock. 


This (heffaith page 15.) #s the more neeaful ro be tated with heed 


and caution , becauſe the great clamour is uv01 1t, 


1. That it's not Conſonant to tic Goſpel touſe any force at all to men 
in matters of Religion | T his 15 Learncd Groriiw?s Opinion] a»d That 
rothing but Papal Oſurpation and Cruelty nath introduced the 
prattice of it. 


Some men of great Note for Theology have ſaid ſo, and hbe- 
lieve they zave proved it by more ſound Arguments then all our 
Compellers can Anſwer , any other way then by a Club ; But the 
Reader may ſee bow grecdily this Compeller licks vp the Vomit of 
Popery, which this Nation hath ſo long ago ſpued up, by another 
more incidental expreſſion of his. 


'Page 4. Tender - Conſciences have too commonly hard hands-<-a= 
Same men have begun with the Supremacy and Faults of Aaron ., only 
that they might the more ſucceſsfully caſt d,wa the Government of 
Moſes. 


See how he licks his lips at the Pepes Supremacy; any 
man of ſence may know his meaning by nis mumping , how 
he caſts dirt upon our firſt Reformers , and the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment; and reckons nothing can maintain Mofefs Government, 
ſo well as Aaron's Supremacy ;, | am fure when Aaroz aſſumed it of 
Old , he made a Golden Calf, and made //-ael to fin; and ſuch 
Calfs hath che Romiſh Aaron ſtill made, when they had the Supre- 
macy here in Ezzland, But to return. 


2. That 
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2. That however if there be any footſteps of force and rigogr there, or 
that the Goel mentions any ſuch thing, yet that Rigour [an W-favour- 
ed Goſpel-term? was prrely Spiritual. Churchecenſures were her only 
Arms, and Excommunication the only puniſhment that ſhe did inflift, 
But the Body and Ejt «tc, and the External Concerns of Men, were un- 
touched; ſo we ſay and affirm ( Il3ying aſide your improper term of 
purely Spiritual ) that Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures were all the puniſh-' 
ment any Church in the Goſpel ever exerciſed; what ever were in- 
f:Mted on Body or Goods, was by the immediate hand of God, not. 
as by any power the Church was inveſted with, to puniſh men 


M Body or Goods. 


Theſe are the popular, and (in ſome mens apprehenſuons) very plau- 
ſible exceptions againit theſe things, If I can make theſe two things. 
clear in oppoſuicn to what us objetted, I ſhall do enough in this. [Now 
we come to his Rapters Point, and he maxes two Paſſes ] That 
the Dofrine if the Goſpel doth warrant the Exerciſe of Force and ri- 
gour [|hewill have that word, He?s ſome rigid Divine) 7 matters 
of Religion, where men will not be governed, and kept withih due bounts 
by the Precepts and Rules of it, and Conſcience of their Duty. 


If this be proved it will not conclude the Queſtion in the Title 
page, for it muſt run thus, and the Argument muſt ſtand thus: If 
theGoſpcl doth warrant theChurch{.That word muſt come in,but he 
dodgeth] to exerciſe Cenfures | That muſt be his rigour in this par- 
ticular] in matters religious, matters where Men will not be go- 
verned, by the Rules thereof; Then the Church hath power to 
exerciſe their Cenſures, and Excommunicate Non-Communicants 
for not coming to the Lords Supper: At; Ergo. We deny the conſe- 
quenceand ſay the Church hath power for Cenſuring obſtinately of- 
fending Members, but none over AdultNon-Members or Non-Com- 
municants- Likewiſe wechallenge the Compeller to give inſtance 
of any perſon Excommunicated by Chriſt or his Church in the Apo- 
ſtles days, tor not coming to th:LordsSupper, Member or not Mem- 
ber ; but let us ſee how he guards his Paſs, and makes it good. 


© 1. It would be ſufficient Conviltion to ſome men to argue | this from 

Principles of true reaſon, and from Conſequences fairly offering them- 

ſelves, &c. Truly, Reaſon -and Strong Arguments will prevail 

much with Rational Men, but find but little in the Compeller,or = 
pe 
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pet pone from ſuch Divinity-Men, ' that inſtcad of ſighting fair 
with the Sword of Gods Word, and the Demonſtration of the Spi- 
Tit, will till be throwing the Brick-bats of Armed Force. 

He tells us, Chrift hath founded hn.filf a Church in the World , be 
hath formed it into a Society, the greateſt part of Chriſtian Religion 
conſufts an Publick Worſhip ;, But what of all this? He ſaith there are 
thi ſe two things naturally flow from it : 1. Chrift bath vcited his 
Church with ail that Authority abſolutely neceſſary for its Conſervation, 
2. He hath vc5ted his Church with a power of urflifting Puniſhments. 
What of all this ? may it therefore be veſted with a power that 
Chriſt never gave them; he hath veſted his Church with a power of 
cutting off an incorrigibleMember,hath he then veſted them with a 
power of forcing in izcorrigible Members? AMan hath power to cut 
off a grangrened finger, xe pars ſmcera tyabatur, can he therefore 
joynon another hnger, and that by Amputation: Excommunication 
is Spiritual Amputation, it is not Conglutination, it was never 
uſed or intended to make Members of them that were none before. 


"The Chureh is a Drag-Net, and orings in all ſorts of Fiſh ;, Hypocrites 
and falſe Brethren, will be in the. Church. 


Its true there will be ſo; but muſt therefore Unm3skt Hypo- 
crites, and Protane Perſons be drove in by Shoals ? if Cenſures be 
for the Culling out of thoſe thar are Diſcovered ſo, ſuch as Judas, 
Hymenaws, Alexander, and taking them off from Communion,then 
they are not to be uſed to Force jn ſuch; thoſe that arc to be caſt 
out, being in, when Diſcovered, are not to be fetched in by Force, 
being Maniteſtly ſuch. 

2. if it would be ſufficient to Argue from Precepts and C harges in 
Apoſtolical Writings , yea im the Goſpel it ſelf, given to the Gover- 
nours of the Church. Here's another Flouriſh, He can ſpare ſome 
Arguments , He is ſo well Furniſhed ; What are the Arguments ? 
— Foriooth, Of Feeding the Flock,, and keeping out theſe Ravenous 
and Greedy Wolves, that would ſtrive to break, in upen it. == Would 
this bean Argument to bring in Ravenous Wolves into the Flock ? 
He is a Prime Shepherd, that Hunts the Woods for all the Wolves 
and Foxes in the Countrey, takes them alive in Gins, and then 
Folds them every Night with his Sheep. The Reader may ſee what 
meer Stuff here is. Now, he hath done with his Arguments from 

| Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, which ke ſaith he might have uſed, but it ſeems thinks it 
beſt only to ſet them up like Scare-Erows: 


His Arguments from Scripture are, Ej«/adem Farine. 


1. From Maz. 18. 17, The Argument runs thus, I ſuppoſe we 
mult draw it out, for he Loves Enthememes. An Offending Brother 
after he is Proceeded againſt in the Church, by the Degrees of Ad- 
monition there Preſcribed, he 1s to be caſt ont, and become to the 
Church as a Heathen and Publicane: Therefore, thoſe that are 
no Members,but Heathens and Publicans, or as bad or worſe, are by 
Caurch Cenſures to be forc?d 1i, Cujus Contrarinm verum eſt, 


o 


Ani this Interpretation 1 am the more Confirmed in,becauſe I find the 
ſame thing Enjoyned to an Excommunicated Perſen; 1 Cor. 5.9. This 
is admirable Senſe. thatan Excommunicated perſen is Injoined to 
be a Heathen and a Publican- But where doth he find it? 2 Theſ.3.14, 


That place of 1 Cor. 5. 1s a Charge to the Corinthians to Excom- 
municate the Inceſtuons Perfon in Particular, and a Precept in 
General, to uſe the like Dealing againſt any one that?s called a 
Brother, and yet a Railer, Drunkard, Extortioner, &c, -and from 
hence he would infer,that Inceſtuous, Raylers,Drunkards,Extortio- 
ners, ought to be forc*d intothe Church. 2 Theſ.3, 14.is Expreſly a- 
gainſt his Poſition : 1f any ene obey not our Word by Epiſtle , Mark 
ach an one , ( wh avwavapuiy wa) be not mingled in Society with him, 
that he be Aſhamed ; if he be out, keep him out of Fellowſhip ; if 
he be in, caſt him out. 

He {aith, That there*s not the Wildeſt Sect that have come to an 
Head, ( no not the Quakers ) but will Exerciſe a Powey over their 
Members, and uſe Rigour. There is no Set Wilder than that of 
Compellers. There*s a Propheſy that I have ſeen above 30' years 
ago, that concern'd this Sect, I Suppoſe z it was to this Purpoſe: 


Theres a Seft of Whipſters yet behind ; 
W:1 Ride the Devil off his Legs, and break hs Wind. 


But, What of theſe Sefts ? They will Exerciſe a Power over 
their own Members, and why not ? But do they offer to Exerciſe a 


Power over yourSect?Mult you therefore uſcRigour to theQuakers, 
C2 : wWRo 
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who ſay , and declare, they neither are nor will be your Mem 
bers ? Whatever the Tender Conſciences hand is, I am ſure the 
Compellers hand is harder then his Arguments, He comes now 
tO his laſt Paſs, and now he throws Firebrands, &c. like Solomon?s 


mad man- 


. T have Obſerved as a full anſwer to the Objettion ,That th: ſe Penaltics 
were xot purely Spiritual, but did reach to the Perſons and External 
Intereſts of Men, — Now , he hath got Goliabs Sword, and you 
fhall ſee how Pitifully the poor Wretch Manageth it, he cen't lifr 
It with both hands; nay, he takes it by the wrong End, ard after 


all his Flouriſh, we have nothing, but, / ſha Confider, I ſhall Core 


ſider, And what is it? Pag- 25. 
1. 1 ſhall Conſider ſome Puniſhments infliffed inthe Goſpel, which 


were 10t only Spiritual, but did reach to the Beay , yea, very Life, and , 


all other External ImcreSts of Men, 


If you Confider them aright , there were none of them Church 
AQts, or Inflicted by Ordinary Miniſters , neither was the Church 
Veſted with ſuch a Power as to Extend to Temporal Puniſhments, 
but Jet us Conſider his Inſtances, how they bezr towards the 
matter in Debate; The firſt is, that of Anarias and Sophira, 
AQ. 5. being. ſtruck Dead for Fraud, Hypocriſy and Lying. Ereo 
there is a Power in the Church, to puniſh mens Carcaſles. 

1, No true Divine will admit of Argving an Ordinary Church- 
Power, from an Extraordinary Apoſtolical Power ; All the Apo- 
{kles 'had Power in all the Churches :. But , every Ordinary Mi- 
niſter hath not ; the Apoſtles had a Power of working Miracles , 
Gods Power Accompanying among which this was one » which 
they Aſcribed to Gods immediate hand , and not to themſelves; 
muſt this Power therefore remain ? We know it ceaſed ſome A- 
ges before any Chriſtian Magiſtrate sroſe, and the Church of 
Chriſt SuWiſted without the Infliction of Puniſhments on Body or 
Eſtate , by the one or the other. 

2. If this were Granted that there hath becn , or is ſuch a Pow- 
er in the cutting off Gangreen*d members , even by Death; doth it 
follow, that they muſt Impriſon ,..Hang, or burn Fraudulent Per- 
ſons, and Lyars, that never were in Communion, nor think them- 


ſelves fit for ſc Sacred an Ordinance, becauſe they come not » 
1 
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the Communion of the Church ? This is for the Church to uſe a 
Power , not for Edification but Deſtruction , either to deſtroy 
Poor People Body and Soul or by Fear to fright them into Com- 
munion of the Church, which tends to the Ruine of it. An- 
nanias and Saphira was ſtruck Dead by an immediate Hand of 
Heaven, for their Hypocriſy and Lying; therefore Men are to be 
forced by Armed Power to partake of the Lords Supper in a Sin of 
Hypocriſy , whereby they l;e to the Holy Ghoſt as much as Anna- 


nias,, &c. 


Another I:ſ; ance, 1 Cor. 11. 30. For this many are Sick and Wexk. 
aming you , and m iny fall aſleep. For what? for prophaning the 
Lords Supper , Eating and Drinking Unworthily ; not for Ab- 
ſenting themſelves whe 1 they upon Examination of themſelves have 
found by a true Judgment of their Conſciences, that they were not 
i ; and by whoſe Power were they Sick and Weak ? by the 
Ciurches , Inflicting any Penal Law upon them ? No, by Gods im- 
mediate hand, Vindicating the Pority of his Ordinance againſt the 
falſe Judgmeats they made of them ; therefore he ſaith, Fudge your 
ſelves, tba: you be not Judzed by the Lord. His Argument muſt ſtand 
thus : Many were among the Corinthians Sick and Weak, &c. upon 
unworthy Recciving: Ergo, the Church hath Power of Body, and 
goods of their M:zmhers , or Non-members , and hence they have 
Power by ſuch Puniſhments, or the fear of them, to Enforce in 
men to Unworthy Recciving. All his Arguments run in this 
manner, He brings 77 1 Cor. 5.11. [havelWrit to you nct to keep 
Company, if 4 man that u cafied a Brother be a Fernicator , or Cove- 
rows, or Idolater, or Rawer, &c, Thence he muſt argue; if the 
place be to the purpoſe, All Coyetous Perſons, Fornicators, Swea- 
rers> Drunkaids, &c, muſt by an Armed Force that the Church 
js Veſted with, be bronght into thg Company of the Church mem- 
bers, in that Sacred Ordinance. | 


2dly. I will Add another Obſervation that will bging the AMatter 
home, and cloſe to our Preſent Caſe, and that is, Excommunication wa's . 
not purely a Spiritual Puniſhment , but attended with External [nfli- 
'#:09, — And this is juſt as cloſe as the other Obſeryation, for 
what if Excommunication were ſometimes Seconded by a Corre- 
ing or Judicial hand of Proyidence ? doth ir follow that this was 


Penes Eccleſia, to feliz apon mens Bodies or Goods ?: Let him In- 
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ſtance in one Perſon or Eſtate, in Chriſts time, or his ApoſHes, ſ.iz- 


ed for a Church Offence, or that ever ſuch Power was V<ſted by- 


Chriſt in any Church. All the reſt of his Eſſay,is as idle and Fri- 


' volous , about Excommunication in the Primitive Times, that 


Delivering men up to Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleth, was 
the putting them from upderGods Protection.into the Power of the 


Divel , to inflict Puniſhments on their Bodys, and this way of. 


Church-Chaſtizing continued till the Empire grew Chriſtian, and 
then the Divel was the Churches Lzi&cr no longer, but the Civil 
Magiſtrate took his place. Sothat the meaning now of Deliverins 
a man to Satan for the DeſtruQion of the Fleth, .js the Deliver- 
ihg them to the Civil Magiſtrate, ro AMict his Body, Cor filcate his 
Eſtate, &c. And why 1s he Delivered to the Civil Maziltrate, if 
the Church hath a Power, as the Compeller ſaith? This is the Sum 
of the reſt of thc Diſcourie, which he may pur in his Pocket. | 
think no Underſtanding Chriſtian will be ſhamd with ſuch Divi- 
nity, and if he be no better in the Pulpit then the Preſs, I doubt his 
Club-Arguments , beſides his Slovenly Looſe Way of Reaſoning, 
will but little anſwer the true end of a Miniſter of the Goſpe]. The 
Lord grant him a Spirit more conformable to his Pretenaed Lord 
and Maſter, of Love, Meekneſs, Evidence and Demonſtration, and 
not devour the Flock inſtead of Feeding it. 

I ſhall conclude with him, and tell him, * that the loud Clamours 
( as he calls them ) in yourears of ſome, and your cries unto God 
ſtands Good, and not in the leaſt ſhaken in its Juſtice, by what 
the Pamphleteer hath ſaid. Let the Reader take it again, and judge 
of the Reaſonableneſs of it. p. 5. 


What muſt men be ariven like Beats? [To the Lords Supper] muſt 
they be Compched to that ſervice which ouzbt to be Free and Yuluntary ? 
is this Chriſtian Dealing, or the way to make Converts ? Can this bring 
men to Churen [ 1.e.to beAllowableChurch-membersJor Engage the; 
to offer a Reaſonable ſervice there ? It may poſſibly make Hyppocrites , 
and cauſe T iumc-ſefuers to come in; but ſure the Faith of men can;ot 
be forced, nor. they ever brought in Love with Religion , or the ſervice 
of it, by ſuch means. And this is the Frowaraneſs and Peeviſi 
eſs of ſome Men ( as he ſaith ) that they ftand ſtill while he 
pinches their Fingers between the Church doors, without ſo much 
as Crying > Oh! Among 2l] the places, produced by him for 
his armed Force, to bring men to the Sacrament of the Lords 

Supper 
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Supper, I Wonder he makes no mention of a Parableof the ſame 
kind, with Zuk: 14- 23. of that Mat, 22. 10, 11. We «be. Kin 
going in to ſee the Gueſts asthty ſate, found One that had not on ths 
| IWeddirg Garment ;, and you ſec how he is dealt with, which Para- 
| ble he had 2s much Reaſon to apply to the Sacrament, as the o- 
| ther; but theſe paſſages were too hot broth for him, and ſo indeed 
were all the other places mentioned by him, which he doth but 
Snap at, dares not chop his Logick much with them. 


| Tf this place, AL.22 11.12.be applyed by himsto the Sacrament of 
| the Lords Supper, (there being I ſay as much, or more Reaſon for it 
{| then for that of Live,and by the Opinion of moſt Interpreters of the 
| ſam2 purport and Deſign;if not the ſame Parable variouſly Expreſt 
| bythe crwoEvangelilts, )then there can be no greater Argument from 
| any place againſt his Compullion to the Lords Supper. 

| For the Anſwer had bceneafie and ready to the King that came 
| * intoſee his Gueſts, and ſaid vers.12. Friend how cameſs thou hither, 
| wot having thy Wedding Garment * He need not have been filent, 
| hutwonld have had a juſt Plea for himſelf, My Lord and King , 
| | have this to ſay , I had no intent to come to your Table , looked 
upon ſuch a wicked profane varlett as my ſelf , unfit for it ; but 
your Officers took me by force , and brought me in, or they ſhewed 
me your Ediet, thatif I came not in, I muſt be taken, and caſt into 
Priſon without Bail or mainprize for Life, tothe utter undoing of 
me and my Family ; for fear of which, and that I might timoyfly 
prevent the danger , I came in, net ſuſpeting thar you would 
ever call meto an account, for not coming without a Wedding 
Garment ,. when you knew I had none, nor ever like to have any , 
unleſs you gave it me; Now had you only Invited me , and 
given me time to accept of your Grace and Fayour, I ſhould have 
taken an Opportunity to have come and Rggecd a better Garment , 
where I am aſſured I ſhould not have b&n Denyed , before I had 
come to your Feaft ; but I was frighted away by your Officers, that 
Icame without any Conſideratjon , not well knowing what 1did , 
or what I had on, but ran with the reſt of my Company in obedience 
| toyour Majefties Commands ; and is this the Reward that I muſt 
| now have » to be bound Hand and Feet , and caſt into outer dark- 
neſs: 


% 
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—_ Saronhs » In this matter as we hav- it fully Expreſſed R 
5u Che Articles, Common Praycr Book, and Homilies. 


Firſt , We ſhall begin with the Articl-s of the 
Cnurch of England, and Name only two, Vx. 
Article 19. and29. For though ſome others reach 
the Caſe by good Inference , theſe do it in Terms 
plain enough to any Intelligent Perſon. 


Article XIX. 


The viſble Church of Chriſt « a Congregation of Paith- 


ful Men, in the whi.h the pure Word of Goa « Preathed , 
and the Sacraments be duely Adminiitred , according to Chriits 
Holy Ordinance, in all thoſe things thut of Neceſſity are ve- 
quiſite to the ſame. 


I defy that Diſſenter , or pity him, thatowns not , and is not 
ready to embrace this Deſcription of a Church. Now all Faith- 
fal Men will be willing and free to joyn unto ſich a Church as is 
hereDeſcribed;and thoſe thatare not ſo,or will not ſhew themſelves 
ſo, by joyning with ſome Congregation of Faithful Men, ſuch a 
Congregation had rather have their room, than their Company 
by force and Compulſion ; for they are ſnfficiently aſſured , that 
if they would not joyn themſelves no other way , that by Compul- 
ſton they ſhould bring in none , but Swine or Hypocrites. And 
how will a Congregation of Faithful Men , by this means in a little 
while, degenerate into a Synagogue of Satar? Beſides;as the Apo- 
ſtle faith, What bave we to do to Fudge , 1. e. Exerciſe Church 
Diſcipline of Excomfnunication , on themthat are without , 1.e. 
Adult Non-Communicarnts,, or ſuch as never offered themſelyes. 


The :next 1s | 
Article 


«from the Opinion and D-termination of the. 


" EE ee 


YC 
10 00—cvnp = 
ED one tte. " 
II 2 
& 


> .a—_c> 4. 


3 


Article X XIX. 


Of the Wicked that Fat and Drink 
| notthe Body of Caſe , In the uſe 
| of the Lords Supper. 


The Wicked ani ſuch as be voi! of the lively Faith, al.- 
though they ao Carnally ani Viſtbly preſs with the Teeth ( as 
S. Auguſtin /a/#”) the Sarrament of the Body and Blood 
of Chritt , yet in no wiſ: are they Partiters of Chriſt; bat 
rather to their Condemnati:n do Eat ani Drank S Sign 
or Sacrament of ſo great a thing. 


Is it not then contrary to Commori”* ſenſe and- Reaſon: , to 
Believe the Church intended to-Compel and drive ia Wicked Men, 
to Preſs thoſe Elements with their Teeth, and tharto their own 
apparent Damnation? No rational Man can ever Bzlieve , it was 
the Intention of the Compoſers of thoſe Articles; but that:the 
Wicked Men they mean, are Cloaked Hypocrites , that creep un- 
awares into the Congregation of the Faithful. - 


In the Catechiſm , the laſt gzep. is, 


Queſtion, What %s requzred of them , 'who come #0. 
the Lo7ds Supper ? 7 We | 
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' Anſwer. To Examine themſelves whether they repew? 
them t u'y of their former Sins, fledfaſtly: purp-fing to lead « 
New Lije; have a livel; F-ith in Gods Mercy through Chriſt, 
web 2 th:uk{ſul Remembrance of his Death, and be in Cha- 
jy with all Mep. | 


D Here » 
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1. Here is manifeſtly a Duty required by the Church, Self-Exa- 
mination. (2) A Judgment allowed to every Man upon this Exa- 
mination , whether he be fit or no, and Liberty of Acting alſo 
thereupon , according as he finds himſelf by a due and ſerious Ex- 
amination : And laſtly , a Deſcription of the Qualifications 
that he ought to find in himſelf; hetore he preſume to eome, which 
are of great Importance ; and ,a Mans own Conſcience opght to 
Govern him againſt all the World. 1. Whether he doth truely 
repent of former Sins.. 2. Whether he ſteadfaſtly purpo& to 
lead a new Life. 3. Whether he hath a lively Faith in Gods 
Mercy thorow Chriſt. . 4. Achankful Remembrance of his Death. 
5- Be in Charity with all Mcn, then eſpecially with thoſe he Com- 
municates with. 

Where?s your Compulſion now ? Muſt a Man be Compelled to 
come to this Ordinance , whether he doth , or can Examine 
himſelf orno? Or whethber he finds theſe Qualifications in himſelf 
erno? What isthat, but Church Tyranny ? 


In the Rubrick of C onfirmation this Order, 


There ſhall none be admitted to the Holy Communian, 


— 


wnts! ſuch rime as he be Confirmed. | R 


Here is another Bar to the Communion. Here is ſomething 
elſe to be done , beſides whipping them in. They are not 
to be admitted if they Offer themſelves before they be Confirmed. 
And how many are Excommunicated and Imprifoned for not = 
coming , who never were Confirmed ? | | 

Hence weſee, that the Church did not look upon People, to 
be made Church Members , fit for ful Communion by Infant Bap- - 
tiſm, an A done on them in non-Age ; but that when they were 
Adult, they expected ſuch ſhould Offer themſelyes freely to the 
Biſhop, to be admitted into full Communion : When they were to 
be Examined bythe Biſhop, or his Sbbſfitute , in the Grounds of 
Chriſtian Religiot® > and conſequently of their Ability for fetf 
Examinationzand then were by. the Ceremony of laying on of hagus 
and the Biſhops Prayer , to be admitted to full Conimunipgs 

- How will Compulſion find room here ? , 
; ” 
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Is the Order of Adminiſtration of the Lords 
Supper, or Holy Communion, 


The Rubrick hath theſe enſuing Precepts, 


Firſt, So many 4s intend tobe partakers of the Holy 
Communion, (hall ſiznify their names to the Curate, at 
| leaft the day before. N 


It ſhould have been, according to the mind of eur Compellers , 
That all the Pariſhioners ſhall be Warned before Eafter , ,by 
the Curate and Church- Wardens , to come then unto the Lords 

Supper > upon the Pain of preſent Excommunication , &c. 


Ruhric. Ard if any of thoſe be an open and Notorious Evil Liver » 
or have done any wrong to his Nerghbours by Word ,, or Deed, ſo that 
the Congregation be thereby offended; the Curate having knowledge 
thereof , ſhall call him and advertsſe him + that in any wiſe he preſume 
xot tothe Lords Table, wntil he hath openly declared himſelf , to have 
trgtly repented and amended his former naughty Life, that the Con- 
greg ation may there y be ſatisfied, whith before were offended ;, and that 
= he hath recompenced the Parties to whom he hath done Wrong, or at 
| leaſt Declare himſelf tobe in full purpoſe ſo to do, as ſoon as he conve- 


nicntly may. 


CT Is neon SE III III neon 
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Here is another Bar. It ſcems then that the Church allows not 
of Comprlſion of luch as cheat their Creditors by breaking , &c. 
to come to the Communion , and that our Congregations in for- 
mer times had rather have their Room than their Company. 


Rubric. The ſame Order ſhall the Curate uſe with — betwixt 


) 

E1 | ; : 

F | woom he percezverh Aulice and hatred to Reign , not Suffering them 

, to be partakers of the Lords Table , until he know them to be Reconci- 

4 led. And if one of the Parties ſo at variaxce be content to forgive from 
the bottom of bus Hiexrt , all thit the other hath treſpaſſed againſt 
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himy and to make amenas for what he himſelf hath effended [here is 
a bard task} *rd the other Party will not 'be perſwaded to a Godly 
Unity , but remain ftill in his frowardneſs and Malice: The Mins> 
#er in that caſe , ouzht to admit the Peritent Perſon to the Holy Com- 
munion, and mt bim that is ob5tinate. | 


Now its to he ſuppoſed , that theſe do hoth errneſtly preſs to 
come tothe Communion ; Taey are not to be Compelled , and 
then thruſt off again , cither of them; for then the Church hath 
an Inftrumenc, called, 4 Placker to hey , and 4 Thruſtcr frum her - 
But in caſe ,, both theſe Parties come to Offer themſelves , then 
Vb Fudice lis eft , and the Curate muſt judge which ſhall come; 
and who ſhall not come. So that the Church allows them that arc 
at Variance, a Liberty of Offering , or not Offering themſelves. 
one or both: If but one onely , or neither Offer , they will fave 
the Curate a great deal of Labour, and the Congregation may 
be well enough, and more quiet without the Company of ſuch 
wranglers. If Miniſters did take this courſe, as is here preſcri- 
bed and commanded by the Church, and ſet afide all Notorious 
Evil Livers (making a ſtrict Inquiſition , as they ought among their 
Pariſhioners in Order thereunto) and require them, if they Offered 
themſelves , to give Publick SatisfaCtion io the Congregation, bur 
once,l dare ſay he would be troubled no more withthem in this kind. 

24ly. And if all Perſons that have wrongcd, injured, and 
defrauded their Neighbours, and all Perſons that are Maliciouſly 
bent againſt ſome or other , were thus ſet aſide ; I believe there 
would be very little room for Conypulſion, in many Pariſhes. But 
that all theſe Sorts are to be kept off, and therefore not Compelled 
in, we have the Churches clear full Determination,and peremprory 
Command , which is eſtabliſhed by Law. Therefore all Church 
Compellers are manifeft preſumptuous Breakers of the Laws 
and Statutes of this Realm. ; | 

Before the approach to the Communion , are certain Exhorta- 
tions to be read by the Curate yz one or the other, as the matter 
requireth. | 

In the firſt Exhortation , we have abundantly enough to Con- 
firm our Aſſertion > That Compulſion to the Holy Commu- 
nion, ſeems no where to be intended by the Churchzto any Man that 
underſtands plain Engliſh, and Senſe ; But thr every one is left 


to take the firſt ſtep of his motioa towards this Ordinance , from 
the 
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the Judgment of his own Conſcience, as he finds ir upon Exami- 
nation; and doth this impartially , Seriouſly , and thorowly ; ſo' 
that he do not deceive hinrielf in his Judgment upon himſelf, nor 
Acting accordingly in his approaches to this Ordinance , leſt he be 
Guilty of the Blood of Chriſt, and encreaſehis Condemnation : 
In which there are theſe Paſſages. 


« My duty is to exhort you to conſider the dignity of that holy 
« Myſtery, and the great Peril of the unworthy Receiving thereof ; 
© and ſo to Search and Examine your own Conſclenees (and that 
« not lightly, 2nd after the manner of Diſſemblers with God ; bur 


. &©ﬀ{@) that ye may come holy and clean to ſuch 53n Heavenly Feaſt, 


<« in the Marriage Garment required by God in Holy Seripture,and 
&« be received as worthy Partakers of that Holy Table. The way 
&« and means thereto is : 

Firſt. To examine your Lives and Converſations by the Rule of 
Gods Commandments :, and wherein ſerver you ſhall perceive your ſelves 
ro have Off ended by Will, Word or Deed, there to bewail your own Sin- 
falneſs, and to cox feſs your ſelves ro Almighty God, with full purpoſe of 
amendment of Life. And if you ſhall perceive your Off ences to be ſuch 
as are not only agginſt God, but alſo againſt your Neighbours ; then you 
ſhall reconcile your ſelves unto them, being ready to makg Reſiztution and 
Satisfattion,&c.For otherwiſe the Receiving the Holy Communion doth 

nothing elſe but increaſe your Damnation, 


And how can any Miniſter of Chriſt, have the Face and Con- 
{cience to Compel any Perſon to come to this Sacrament , to in- 
creaſe his Damnation , which he knows ſome men will do, wv:z. 
ſuch as plainly refuſe to do thoſe things which they are exhorted 
to by him; and many upon Self-Examination » if they be enquired 
of, or required to come, will tell you they are Conſcious to them- 
ſelves, that they live ſuch a life of Sin and Wiekedneſs, that 
they dare not approachto ſo S2cred an Ordinance , as they under- 
ſtand that tobe , till a work of Reformation be wrought in them. 


And becauſe it is Requiſite, that no man fhould come to the HolyCom- 
municn, but with a full truſt in Gods Arey, and with a quiet Conſci- 
ence, [Mark theſe two Qualifications] Therefore if there be any of 
yer, who by this means cannot quiet his Conſcience---Let him come rs 
me, or ſome Diſcreet and Learned Miniſter of Gods Word, (i.e. be 

| D 3 fore 
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- fore he comes to Partake] 4rd =u his grief, that by the Miniſtry of 
Goas Holy Word, he may receive the ex! of Abſolution together with 

Ghoſtly Comfort and Advice, to the quieting of his Conſoience, and a= 

voiding all [cruple and doubtfalneſs. | 


Now our Tantivy Compellers way of Proceeding is otherwiſe! 

Firſt , The Church-wardens are ſent to warn them to come to 
Receive at ſuch a time. 

Secondly,lIf they come not, they are Preſented; after whichzthere 
is received no Plea for not coming, but are Admoniſhed , and no- 
thing will ſerve but promiſe or obligation to come by ſuch atime , 
fit or not fit; if this be not obtained , the Refuſer is Excommuni- 
cated, aggravated, ſignified againſt, a Writ comes out againſt 
him, takes him and caſts him into Priſon without Ball or Main- 
priſe z and this is the way practiſed tor the quieting Conſcience, 
and ayoiding all ſcruple and douhtfulneſs. And if they pretended 
Conſcience, and then chance by theſe Compulſions to be brought 
to comply, or do comply before for fear of them, they call them all 
the Knaves, Rogues, and Hypocrites in the world. 

2. If he ſees the People negligent in coming)the Curate 13 to Read 
the following Exhortation. In all, which j« not one Word to threa- 
ten Compulſion by exrernal force; bnt Invitations, Arguments of 
Perſwaſion , Removal of Objettions , which might ariſe againſt 
themſelves in ſelf-Ex:mination ; as alſo ſome mild Rebukes , for 
not Endeavouring to repent and amend their Liyes,that they might 
be better qualified : As this, 


Tf any Man ſay, I am a grievous Sinner, and there- 
fore am afraid to come; Wherefore then do ye not repent 
and amend? 


So that the ObjeCtion is allowed, but they reproved for their 
not endeayouring to remove that cauſe which they find in them- 
ſelves,by true Repentance and Amendment of Life; which neceſ- 
farily infers that ſuch as have not done ſo , have a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon upon Examination, to abſent till they do repent ; and that ill 
then, and that it doth appear to the Church, it is fo far from 
Compelling them, that it would have the doors of Fellowſhip 


ſhut againſt them- Here's not one word ſpoken to the Church- - 


. Wardens to Preſent them ; nor of the danger of the Spiritual 
Court's 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Court's proceeding againſt them , Excommunicating them , and 
delivering them over to Secular Powers, in Caſe they come not. 


The next Exhortation, which takeat large,is ſull to the 
ſame thing, and ſhews that formerly the Church was 
of Sr. Pau/'s Opinion, in the matter of coming to 
the Sacrament; How ſhe came to be now of another 
mind God knows ; but we are ſenſible of the dire 


effects of it. 


Dearly Beloved in the Lord You that mind to come to the Holy Com- 
munion of the Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, muſt conſider how 
S.:unr Paul Exhorteth all perſons diligently to Try and Examine 
themſclves , before they preſume to Eat of that Bread, and Drink 


of that Cup. 

For as the benefit #s great , of with a True Penitent Heart, and Li- 
vely Faith, we receive that holy Sacrament, (for then we Spiritually Fat 
the Fleſh of Chriſt , and Drink his Blood; then we dwell in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in us ) So « the danger great, if we Receive the ſame un- 
Porthily, For ti1en we are guilty of the Body and Blood of Chrift 
oxr Saviour , we Eat and Drink our own Damnation, not conſ- 
dering the Lords Body z We kindle Gods Wrath againſt us, We 
provoke him to plague us with divers Diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of 
Death. 

Fudge therefore your ſelves Brethren, that ye be net juged 
of the Lord; Repent ye truly of your Sins paſt, have a Zvely and 
Steafaſt Faith in Chriſt our Saviour > amend yogr Lives, and be in pey- 


fee Charity with all men, So ſhall ye be meet Partakers of theſe 


Holy Myſteries. 


Then ſhall the Miniſter ſay to them that come to 
receive the Communion, 


Ton that ao truly and earneſtly Repent you of your Sins , 
and are in Loye and Charity with your Neighbours, and 


intend to live a new life, following the Commandment s 4 
| God, 
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and wiltinz fron henceforth tn his holy ways, draw near 
with me, and take thu Hly Sacrament. 


Here is in this Invitation a Deſcription of ſuch , and ſuch one- 
ly, as the Church approves of as fit Communicants, excluhve 
_ of all others that are not ſo Qualified. So that you ſee ir is a- 

gainſt Compulſion, there being not rhe leaſt mention of it in the 
Articles, or Common Prayer; but all againſt it. 

I know the laſt Note in the Ribr:ick,after the Communion,will be 

Objected againſt us; what concerns this-point , is as followes. 


And Note,that every Pariſhioner ſhall Communicate,at the leaſt three 
times in theYear , of which Eaſter ſhall be one, and ſhall alſo recesve 
the Sacraments and other Rites, atcording as is in this Book, appoineed. 


Theſe are the Words in the Common-Prayer Book, eſtabliſhed in 
the firſt of King James, tho? in that eſtabliſhed ſince by his preſent 
Majeſty ,there is lefc out this clauſe [h»/! alſo receive the Sacraments 
anc other Rites, 45 15 in this Book appointed] which ſyMicicntly ſhews 
the Original Intention, 

It is not to be ſeppoſed by any Rational and Cheritable Man 
thar the Church intended by this Notation, to render all that was 
faid before, Vain and Frivolous, viz. That Perſons were requi- 
red rodo ſuch and ſuch Duties, to repent of ſuch and ſuch Sins » 
to be Baptized , and Confirmed, before they were admitted tothe 
Communion ; for if all Adult Perſons were abſolutely required 
thereby to come to the Sacraments, what need all the fore-men- 
tioned C2ution in admittance ; if Ignorant , Swearers , Drun- 
kards, Whore-mengers ; thoſe known it may be by their Neigh- 
boursto beſo, were to come without Exception , what need all 
thoſe meaſures, which the Church hath Directed to take to pre- 
vent the ſame? Nay if Sober Men be allowed a Judgment of them- 
felves , of their own fitneſs, it cannot he thought that the Church 
intended to Enforce them contrary to thar Tudgement. But we are 
far from Believing any ſuch thing ; but that this Note is to be un- 
derſtood with a neceſſary Provi/o. 

Provided your faid Pariſhioners are ſo and fo Qualified , as to 
Anſwer the Rules of Self-Examination', and thoſe perſcribed for 
the Satisfaction of the Congregation , with whom they are to 
Communicate ; then the Church does wiſh, deſire, and admoniſh 
them to Communicate as often as opportunity may ferve » at leaft 

three 
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chree times a Year, of which Eafter to be one: And this {ence 
lam the more Confirmed in by Expreſs words of the Rubrick 
of the Common-Prayey , [that of the firſt of King James] According 
a: is in this Book appointed, &c.Canon 21. Its ſaid, 1n every Pariſh,Gc. 
the Holy Communicn ſhall be Aniſtred by the Par ſon, Vicar, &c. And 
at ſuch times as every Pariſhioner ſhall Communicate, at leaſt thrice 
in the Year , (mwhcreef Eater to be one) according as they are ap- 
pointed by the Book of Common Prayer; ſo that this Note in the 
Common Prayer, concerns the Miniſter more then the People , vx. 
that he is to be ready to Adminiſter it ſo often to them that come 
and Offer themſelves. 
For further Confirmation of the mind of our Church, Ancient as well 
as Modern; I ſhall only alledg ſome Expr: ſſlonsout of that Excellent 
Homily concerning the Sacrament , and fo conclude this diſcourſe. 


In the Homily concerning the Sacrament, 
The Firſt Parr. 


«CT. Peter faith , He ther Eateth and Drinkith Uaro: thily , 
«< Eareth and Drink:ith Damnation, Whercfore, thag it he not 
&« {3jd to us, 2Sit was tothe Gueſt of that great Supper, Friend, 
&« how cameſt thou tn not h wing thy Mirriage Garment? and that we 
& may Fruitfully uſe St. Pauls Counſel, Let a man prove himſ- If, and 
cc ſo Eat of that Bread 6 and Drink of that Cp : Wemuſt certainly 
« know, that three things are requiſite in him, that would 
&« ſeemly, and as becometh ſuch high Myſteries, reſort to the 
« Lords Table, 7.e. 1. A Right and Worthy Eſtimation of this 
&« Myſtery. 2. To come 1n a ſure Faith. 3. To have Newneſs and 
« Puteneſs of Life to ſucceed the ſame. 

« As concerning the firſt thing, this we may aſſiredly perſwade 
<« gur ſelves ; That the Ignorant man can neither worthily eſteem , 
« nor effeftually uſe thoſe marvellous Graces and Benefits offered and 
« exhibited in theSupper, but either will Lightly Regard them. tono 
« ſmall Offence, or utterly condemn them to his utter Deſtruttion. 

&« This Table is not for Chattering Jays, ( faith St. Chry/sftom) 
$4 but for Eagles who fly thither where the Dead Body lyeth. 

« Wherefore we learn that both more perfe& Knowledge isRe- 
« quired at this time at our hands,6c that the ignorant cannot with 
« Benefit and Profit, Exerciſe Ds” the Lords Sacraments. Y 

ut 


(32) 
& Bnt to come nigher to the matter , St, Pau! blameth the Corz- 
© thians for the Prophaning theLordsSupper,and concludeth that I- 
« enorance both of the thing it ſelf, and the Signification thereot, 
&« was the Cauſc of the Abule ; for they came thither irreverently » 
« not diſcerning the Lords Body. : 
<«[t is well known that the mear we ſcek for inthisSupper isSpIri- 
<« tual Food, the Nouriſhment of the Soul is a Heavenly RefeCttion , 
| 


< and not earthly ; an inviſible mcat, not Bodily ; a Ghoſtly Sub- 

<« ſtance, not Carnal ; So that to think that without Faith we may 

<« enjoy the Eating and D1inking thereof,or that it is but a Fruition, 

« is but to dreem a Groſs Carnal Feeding, baſcly ObjcCting and | 
© binding our ſelves to the Elements of the Creatures. 

«<< Thus we ſce (beloved ) tht Reforting to this Table we | 
<« muſt pluck up all the Roots cf Infidelity, all ciſtruſt in Gods | 
«Promiſes, that we make our ſelves Living Members of Chriſts 
« Body. For the Unbelicvers and Faithleſs cannot Feed upon that 
& precious Body, when as the Faithful have their life and abiding) 
<« their Union, and as it were their incorporation with him. Whete- 
* forelct us prove and try our ſelves, unfeignedly , without Flat- | 
<« tering our ſelves, whether we be plants of the fruitful] Olive, | 
<< living Branches of the true Vine, Members indeed of Chriſts My- 
& ſtical Body, whether God hath purified our Hearts by Faith, to 
©the Sincere Acknowledgment of his Goſpel, and Embracing of 
&« his Mercies in Chyiſt Jeſus. So that at this Table we receiye not 
© only the outward Sacrament, but the Spiricual thing alſo , not the 
© Figure but the Truth ; not the Shadow , but the Body ; not to 
* Death, but tolife; not to Deſtruction, but to Salvation, which 
© God grant usto do, through Jeſus Chriſt, &*c. 


In the Second Part of the Homily of worthy 


recerUing. 


cc NW follows the Third thing neceſſary in him that would not 
cc Eat of this Bread,nor Drink of this Cup unworthily; which |: 
& is Newnefs of Life , and Godlineſs of Converſation. For New- | 
< neſs of Life , as Fruits of Faith , are tequired in the partakers of | 
* this Table. And commenting upon 1 Cor. 10.5 faith,God overthrew {| 
< thoſe in the Wilderneſs for Example ; that is, that we Chriſtians 

es &« ſhould 
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« frould take heed ,, we reſort unto our Sacraments with Holineſs 
* of Life, not Truiting in the outward Receiving it, and iafefted 
*©with Corrupt and Uncharitable manners; for this Sentence of 
& God muſt always be juſtified, [Qb/erve this] I will have Mercy and 
<« not Sacrifice. | 
. , God nor the Church woula not have Alen forced ito their furtherCon- 
demnation ;, not according to the Cimpellers , who will have S$crifice , 
and not Mercy ;, Sacrifice by right or wrong. . 

© Furthermore, for Newneſs of Life, irs to be Noted that Sr. 
& Pal writeth that we being miny,are one Bread and one Body,for 
* all be partakers of 012 Bread; declaring thereby nor only our 
« Commenion with Ch:iſt, bur that unity alſo , wherein they that 
*Eztat this T.b'e, ſhould he knir together ,, not by Diſſention , 
* Yain Glory, &c. In reſpect of which ſtrait knor of Charity , 
** che True Chriſtians in the primitive Church , called this Supper 
*« Love, © [_ ſurely then the Communicants were not hh4led,, drove and 
cudgild wm, and fate tozether liks D nicl and the Lyons inthe Den,] 
& as if they ſhould ſay none o2ght to ſic down there, that wereour 
* of Love and Chari'y , who bears grudge and vengeance in his 
& Heart, [ ſuc) as our Compellers are, andthe Compelled muſt 
needs be.) © Burt O wretched Creatures that we be! without Recon- 
« ciliation of ou. Brethren, whom we have offended without fatis- 
« fying them, whom we haye cauſed to fall without any tought of 
« Compaſllion towards them,whom we might eaſily receive , Withe 
© out 2ny Coaſcience of Slaader., NDiſdain,Misreport, Diviſion , 
« Rancour, or inward Bititzrn:f3 , yea being aſſembled with the 
<« cloaked hatred of Ca:z, with the long-Coloured Malice of Eſa, 
& wich the Diſlembled Falihood of Fo -b,dare ye to come up to theſe 
« Sacred and fearful Myſteries ? O Man ! whither ruſheſt thon un- 
« adviſcdly? [ whither the Compilleys force me to go;, they will 


' lindo me ci:d my Family, otherwiſe I would not come 3 I myit 


venture the Dinning my Soul, rather than lie in Priſon, and 
ſee my Wife and Children go about a Begging. ] Its a Table of 
« Peace,and thou art given to Fight; Its a Table of Singleneſs, and 
&« thou art Imagining miſchicf , its a Table of quicine's, and thou 
«xt given to Debate; a T:hle of Pity , and thou art unmerciful. 
[ Sure 4 Compeller then is 10 good Communicant. 1 emit ſee 
bow the Compelled and Compeller can ever Communicate com- 
fortably together ; ] *© Doſt thou neither fear God , the maker of 


«this Feaſt,nar reverence his Chriſt , the Refetion and Meat, nor 
4 ; iy, «c ye- 
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( 34 ) 

& regardeft his Spouſe , his well- beloved Gueſt, nor weigheſt thine 
© own Conicience which is ſometimes thine inward-accuſer?Where- 
& fore, O Man! tender thine own Salvarion; Examine and try thy 
« pood Will and Love-towards the Children of God, the Members 
« of Chriſt, the Heirs of the Heavenly Heritage, yea towards rhe 
<« Image of God,that Exceclleat Creature thine own Soul, [which the 
Comp Ber 5 regard no nuretkana Dig, ] --- © Laſt of #11, 5$there 
« js here-the Myſtery of Peace , anc! Sacrament of Chriſtian Society, 
© whereby we underſtand what the ſincerel ove ovght ro he hetwixt 
«the 4ru2 Communicanis , So here. be the rokens of pureneſs 5nd 
« Irnccency cf Lite, whereby we perceive thitt vo orght to purge 
©« gur own Souls trom all Unckanneſs , Iniquity and Wickedneſs, 
& Jeſt we receive the Myſtical Bread, (a 071, Firth) we Eartitin 
& an unclean Place » as 15 in a Soul Defiled and PolInied with Stn, 

& 1a 179/e3)3.Law,the Man that did Eat of the S12crifice of Thank 
« -iving with his Unclear.neſs upon him, ould be deſtroyed from 
* bis People; and hall we think that the Wicked and Sinful Perſon 
«Q21l be Exceſedat the Table of the Lo: d? 


&« For ſure,if ve donot with earneſt Repentance cle:nſe the Filthy 


 * $:om:ch of our Souls, it muſt needs come to pals, that Wholiome 


& Meat, reccived jntoa raw S omach, corruptech and marreth -1II , 
Kand is the cauſe of further Sickneſs , So ſhall we Eat this Wiol- 
& ſome Bread , and Driik this Cup » to our Eccrnil DeſtruCtion 
© Thus we, ard not offers, mult thorowly Examine and not lightly 
& look above our ſelves. [ /is evidenr rne Church allowed every 
Man a Judgment of vimſelf, and a Liberty to #6 2ccordinely , 
Titnour Compulſion this way or that , before hr Offer, himſelf 
to this Ord:narce, ] end no: other Men |[_ to Judge them , for 
Offering tnemſeties , or not Offering themf:lves, |] © our own 
* Conſciences, not cther Mens Lives : Which we ought to do ups 
* rightly, truely, and without juſt Corr: ions, 

«OO! [ faith Sr. Chryſoſtome,) let no Frdus retort to this Table, 
* let no Covetous Perion +pproach; if any be a Diſciple let him be 
&* preſent : For Chri/t faich, With my Diſciyles | maks my Poſſo.er 1 
&« why cryed the Deacon inthe primitive Church , If any be Holy, 
« let him draw near * Why did they Celebrate thoſe Myſteries; the 
* Quire Door being ſhut? Why were the Pvblick Penirents and 
&« Learners In R: ltigion [220t Compelled iu ] Commanded at this 


& time to avoid ? {it ſeems the Church was rt fo forward, to —_ 
| them 


( 35 
them in by Draves, } *© Was it not , becauſe this Table received 
« po Unholy and Unclean , or Sinfyl Gueſts ? Wherefore if $er- 
« yants dare not preſume to come toan Earthly Maſters Table, 
& whom they have offended; Let us take heed, we come not with our 
6 Sins nn-examined into this preſence of our I.ord and Judze. 


<« If they he worthy blame , which kiſs the Princes hand with a 
« Filthy and Unclean Mouth, ſhall then he be blameleſs which with 
© ſtinking Mouth , fall of Covetouſneſs, Fornication;, Drunken- 
& refs, Pride, full of wretched Cogitations and thoughts, \'doerh 
« breath out Iniquity and Uacleannefs onthe Bread and Cup of 


Cour Lord ? 


Reader, 1 have ſo high a Valuation of the True Chriſtian 
Goſpel-Spirir, ſo Exactly agreeable to the mind of Chr, in this 
Homily, that for.thy ſake I had like to have Epitomiz'd it, asthe 
D-.did Zab:irel; and I do Declare thatT teft our none for Gislike 
of it, bur for brevity ſake ; but Tranſcribed the more , for the 
Bnefit of free and Voluntary Communicants, being ſenfible how 
few are acquainted with it, and the found and ſincere Profeſſion 
and PraCtice of Religion , that maniteſted it ſelf in our firſt Retor- 
mers , to ſee how far they were from this Rigorous Compelling Spts 
rit > now Exerciſed and Plzaded for; Yea they looked upon it 23 
DeſtruCtive to the Spiri:uality and purity of Religion required by 
Chriſt , and aimed at by them , to be introduced by all poſfibte and 
Lavful ways and mzans , and deſigned not either to countenance 
the Spirit of Compulſion , by which the Romaniſts maimained their 
Church , nor to reſt contented with thofe firſt ſteps and Pro- 
greſſes in R- formation , which they had made , which.many in ogy 
times are (o far from heeding and proceeding forward in, thar 
they end-avour to caſt dirt upon them, and obliterate them ,- yea 
wich might and main to haſten cheic return into Egypt « for what 
Dottrine and Praftice everrtſerved ,-or is4ike :o-ſerve the Church 
of Rome , more eff:CtualFy rhafi this 6f Contpulſion , under 
which rhey intrude all the Inquiſitions and Fiery Tryals of the 
Poor Saints , for not coming to the Maſs: and that which is-ſawee 


for a Gooſe, is f for a Gander allo, 
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-* The Reader tiny alto take'notice of the 'Twenty ſixth | Canon 


Notorious Offenders 'not - to be admitted to | 


. Communion. 


' No Miniſter ſhall in airy wiſe admit to the receiving of the Holy.Com- | 
munton » any of hy care or Flock,, which be opealy k:wown to Live in 

Sim Notorious, withour Repentance , ror any who have Mliciuſly | 
and. openly Contended with their Nerghbours , till they be reconciled ;, 
nor any Church Wardens, er Side- Men , who having taken their Oaths ; 
to preſent.to their Ordmaries , all fuch Publick Offences as they are | 
parrienlarly Charged to Enquire of , in tne ſeveral Pariſhes, fhall 
(notw:thſt inding their ſaid Oaths , ard thew Faithful diſcharging of 
theinzis the Chief means whereby Publick Sims and Offerices my be rc- 
formed and Puniſhed, ) wittingly and willingly, Deſperatcly and 1r- 
religiouſly , incur the horrible Crime of Pc; jus ys Eeather tn negleiting , 
or mm refuſing , to Preſ it ſuch of the ſ-ad Enormities and Publick, 
Offences, as they know themſelves to, be commuted in their ſaid Pariſh- 
Es, and avg Notorionfly Off enſtve to the Congregation there , although | 
they be urged by ſome of thai Nezghbours , or by thur Miniſter, or 

their Oramary himſelf ,, to diſcharge theer Cor ſciences by Preſenting 

of them,and not to incur ſo deſperarly the ſaid yorrible Sin of Per jury, 


| Hence we gather,ta3t the Church intended not, that Men ſhould 
be Preſented immediately for Nor-Commiricants;, But for Living 
in-the Commiſſion. of Notorious Offences , the true cauſe of 
Excommunication of .any Church-M. mher > according to the 
Rules ;of-the Goſpcl, and the ſence of the Church. 
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II He GrandCaſe of SubjeCtion to the Higher Powers . 

in Matters of Religion Reſolved. Wherein is 
plainly demonſtrated that the Civil Magiſtrate has re- 
ceived no Power from Jeſus Chriſt to Compel Conſci- 
ences of Men by Outward force, to any way of Wor- 
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